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Saturday, February 11. 1710. 


two Enquiries in my laft, which I 

humbly recommended to thofe, in 
whofe Hands the Power of redreffing this 
mighty Grievance remains. 


a, Whether it be confiftent with Huma- 
nity or Chriftianity, to put Men into 
Prifon ia Cafe of Debt for Life, when 
they are willing to farrender All they 
have ia the World to their Creditors, 
and when they have not Bread co keep 
them from ftarving in their Confine- 

' ment ¢ 
2 Whether {uch Imprifonment be con- 
_ fiftent with the Claim of Right, which 
fays, that Exorbitant Punifoments are 
Megal ? 


1& the Cafe of Bankrupts, I fuggefted 


\ 


I do not fay, That the Affirmative of 
thefe Things is true—I will not be charg’d 
with flying in the Face of the Law, much 
defs of the Law-makers ; but there have been 
Laws repeal’d—-There have been Aéts of 
Parliament,which the fame Pafliament that 
made them have found inconvenient, and 
have therefore thought fit to reétifie, ex- 
plain, amend, and repeal—Inconvenience 
May appear after a Law is made, which 
ever to Parliaments did not appear before, 
aod our Parliaments always allow’d the 
Sabject humbly to reprefent thofe Iacon- 
veniencies, that may beredrefs’d ; for as 
no Body of Men in the World are infallible, 
fo the Parliaments of Britain make no Pre« 
tences to that ridiculous sera 
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‘does it ever difffeafe them to have, the 
World told fo. 

I defcrib’d the Debtor I am fpeaking of 
in my laft, and I thall frequently revive bis 
Character; for I know who I have to d6 
with, and how ready fome will be to cla- 
mour, as if I were encouraging Men to 
Frauds, and pleading for a general Lenity 
to Bankrupts, under whatever Circumftar- 
ces: If it were in my Power to procure 
Laws againft fraudulent Bankrupts, Clip- 
pers and Coyners,Highway-men and Houfe- 
breakers would fiad more Mercy from 
Mankind than‘thefe 3 and if {ych, were 
under the Sentence of Death; I would re: 

. prieve aoy thing but a Murtherer, before 
them. They aré firft theRoin of boneftMen, 
and then the Preventers of their reftoring; 
like a malitiods Murtherer, who firft ha+ 
ving woanded a Man, prevents his being 

- cur’d—they ruin Men by getting intotheir 
Debt, and they prevent their being re- 
ftor’d, by making the World believe, others 
break fraudulently as they do. 

Thefe are Men of Mifchief fo many Ways. 
that no hageft can defire, good Terms 
for them———~Bat “tis very hard —indeed 
very hatd, that becaufe there are fuch Vil- 
Jains as thefe in the World, therefore no 
Concern, no Compaffion, no Mercy fhould 
be fhowmn to the’ Meu; who being reduc’d by 
no vilible Fraud‘of their owa, but unhap- 
‘ pily are overthrown in the World, and are 
wifling to give up Ali they are,able to make 
Satisfaéion for their Debts——— To punith 
thefe Men, to prevent their reftoring them- 

Alves by their Induftry, aod mingle them 
with Thieves and Cheats——is an Aét-be- 
word. the Cruelty of Death; it never. was 
Crjmidal te be- Unhappy. Debt was no 

bere, that ever I read of, punith’d with 
D;ath, before ——-No Law of Men ever 
djrefted it, andthe Law of GOD is direé- 

Ay againgt it— Nay, the Scripture 
feems to command Pity acd Compaffion to 


fuch Men——— If he has nothing to pay, if 


‘he cannot, if it be not. in_hjs Power, Way 
Siould you sake bis Bed. from under’ bim? 
How cao you be fo cruel,-fo inhuman, fo 
bacharous! oy 

“But we go farther, We.take the Bed 
from the Man, and the Man fram his Bed— 


We fizip his miferable Family, and turn bis 
Wife and Children naked into the Streets 
to ftarve; bethe Man never fo indigenct : 
nay, if he hasa Fever upon him, if he be 
fick in his Bed, we will take him away, 
carry him to Gaol, lay him on the bare 
Boards, and if he has not to feed him, he 
mouft ftarve and perifh——— I with, the Par- 
liament would command to be laid before 
ther an Account. of the Hardthips fuffer’d 
the laft fevere Winter in ourPrifons, by poos 
Jofolvents imprifon’d by Efcape-Warrants, 
and how many of them have perifh’d with 
Cold and Huger. I have had fome Ac- 
counts of thefe Things, as would make the 
Heart of any Chriftian bleed within him— 
Woaile mexsrable Creditors have dot been 
mov'd to fhow the leaft Compaffion—and 
have almoft grudg’d to fee the nfiferable 
Corps carry’d out of Prifon to.the Grave. 
The Law isa Medium io all other Cafes; 
between the Offender and the Offended ; 
if a Thief rob. me, if an Bnemy beats me, 
it isnot in my Breaft what Punifhment he 
fhall.haye, but. the Law decides it, and 
takes him out of my Hands—Aad we fay 
to one another, Whar have you ta do with 
him, he bas fatisty’d theLaw? And “tis very 
juft that it fhould be fo, becaufe Man isa 
furious, pafionate Creature, and cannot fee 
Bounds to his Revenge. « But here the-ini- 


ferable Debtor (the-Offender) is put into 


the Hards of the Creditor (the Offended), 
and he has him inhis Power; if he pleafes, 
be muy let bim gos it be pleafes not, be muft 
die in Mifery and a Gaol——— This reall 
feems contrary. to the Natureand Meani¢g” 
of. LAW, and at leaft gives a fingle Perfon 
the abfolate Dominion over his Neighbours 
Life 3 a. Thing, Exglih Liberty, ¥ think,’ 
was never fubjeéted to. before———»: This 
is my fecond Article. And, e 
. This-is the Thing, that I cannot but 
hope, the Parliament will enquire into, 
when they:thall pleafe to confider the Eaws 
relating.to Bankrupts in Englend——-— 
Whether. it is agreeable to our Conflite- 
tion tp the Liberty of Englifo Men, 3; do 
not ley Britains in this, for in Scotland it is 
quite otherwife ; the only Thing in which 
they enjoy a Liberty we do not———__» 
The Claim of Right fays exprefly, that 
Exorbitant. 
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Exorbitant Punifhments are illegal, and in 
other Cafes a Man is not to be fin’d ultra 
Tenementum, but by the A& of Parliament, 
which we call vulgarly the Efcape-Warrant 
Aft, the Man is put iato the Mercy of 
his Creditor, who, ifhe pleafes, condemns 
him to perpetue! {mprifonmenc; this I call 
puttirs him to Death by Jmmuring , for if 
the Man have it not tu pay, a many realy 
have not, and ifthe Creditor have no Com- 
paffion, as really fome bave not, it is nothing 
le(s— Aud J cangot but think, would the 
Houfe review chis Law, they would be 
moved t> Compaffion by the Miferies of 
thofe that languish under it—To think of 
fome milder Way to treat the Englifh Sub- 
je&, then facrifizing them thus co the un- 
govern’d Roge of one enotber. 

In the Jraelites Law, the great Origi- 
nal of Ratuted Juftice, the Debtor was to 
be fold for Satisfaétior of the Creditor, and 
then he had as full Payment as it could be 
imagin’d, any Man could defire—And then 
at the End of the Term the Man was free. 
This had two Pieces of Juftice in it. 


Firft, Tothe Creditor— Secondly, To 
the Debtor. 

1, To the Creditor it wasa Juftice, that 
when the Debtor had no Goods to {atisfie 
the Creditor, he fhould work for him a 
certain Number of Years, in order to pay 
the Debt——— And this was the uttermof 
Severiry that ever GOD Himfelf atow’d ; 
Of which by it feif. 

2. To the Debtor, that having thus been 
fold, and having ferv’d the Legal Time,. 
the Law fuppos'd the Creditor fatisfy’d, or 
at leaft pacify’d, and the Man was then to 
have leave to gofree, that he might labour 
then for Himfelf and Family, or as we call 
it, that he might try his Fortune in the 
World again. 

How much milder, how much jufter, and 
how much fooner ic would be chofen by 
the miferable Bankrupts now Janguifhing 
in Gaol, whether on the publick or private 
Account of Debt, rather than the prefent 
Method of Confinement on this moft ter- 
rible Efcape-Warant, I thall examine in 
my nex‘. 


MiscELLANEA. 


Have fpoke a Word or two about a Bill 

depending in Parliament, for fecuring 
the Properties of Books, and Encourage- 
ment of Learning, &c. ¥ct has been long the 
Expe@ation of honcii Men to fee fucha 
Thing promoted in the Houfe—— And as 
1 fee no Law more juft, fo indeed none is at 
prefent more needful—And yet we fee it 
fticking in the Birth, and very few follicite 
its bringing forth. es 

And what are the mighty Obje@ions 
againft a Law fo wholefome, fo neceflary, 
and fo much want:d ? I find among other, 
two of the moft {candalous Reatons given 
for it, that have been feen in this Age 5 
Thope they are not true——If they are, 
they give a Teftimony of the moft eban- 
doned Temper to al Manner of Oppreffi- 
on, which our Times fwell with, and which 
may juftly reproach us with owing all our 
good Laws to our Anceftors, and feeking 
but few of our own. 


The firft Reafon,I hear given, is, That if 
the Property of Books is fecur’d, the Price 
will be greater,and Books will not be cheap. 
This is firft no good Reafon, if it were 
trues and fesondly no good Reafon, becanfe 
it # not true. 

Fir, If the Matter of Faét be true, if 
Learning is depreciate, if Authors are dif- 
courag’d, if feveral excellent Traés and 
elaborate Works are written, aad finith’d, 
and thrown by, becaufe Men will not fend 
them into the World for Nothiag, and will 
not fuffer them to be abus’d by Pyrates, 
and both the Author and the Buyer cheat- 
ed; if moft of the lacely publith’'d Voiumes 
of any Moment, fuch as Travels, Hiftories, 
Tranflations,€c.are the Works ct Hirelings, 
Slaves to the Bookfellers, ignorant and un- 
capable, and who writing not for Bread, 
but almoft without Bread—Make up vo- 
luminous ColleQions and Jong ee . 

we 
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{well up their Books, and then call it a 
Volume: It thefe Things are true, and will 
admit of Demonftration, then, Gentlemen, 
the Pretence of Cheapnefs of Books is a 
Sham, a meer Chimera —— You have in- 
deed Trafh at the Price of Trafh, and 
dear enough too; but as for Learning, as 
for Labour, as for any great Undertaking— 
the Age does not fhow it—And the Reafon 
is plain-—No Man of Learning will write 
for two Reafons. 

First—When he has done, he muft ei- 
ther fell Himfelf and his Work to a Book- 
feller for fome Trifle, or be at the Charge 
of Printing it felf——— The Fir# is plain, 
for the Bookfeller cannot give a Price, be- 


caufe he is in Danger of having it prin-’ 


ted upon him by fome of his Neighbours, or 
at lealt abridg’d by Hirelings, and then his 
Money jis. loft———- Many Inflances of 
which are to be given in the laft five or fix 
Years, 

He cannot. priaf it himfelf, for then 
thefe Jaconveniences attend him. 


1. He muft lay out a great Deal of Mc- 
ney added to his Labour of performing, 
perhaps 1, 2,0r 3007, which every Au- 
thor is notable to do. 

2. When he has laid it out, he is in Dan- 
ger of loling, not bis Labour only, but his 
Money, by bis Book being re-printed upon 
him. | Jt ‘ ah ; 
3. When itisre-printed, it is done with 
jonumeradle Ecrors, grofs Omifhons, Nor- 
fenfe, and Mifakes, a which in the Ages 
co come fig upon the Memory and Reputa- 
tion of the Author, when the Matter of 
Fifty thet the Bovk isa farreptitious Copy, 
fhall te forgouen 5 and po wile Min will 
thus tar cxpule himielf. 


Let any Man then, that confiders thefe 
Yhings, examine, whether Books are T¢- 
ally cheaper when low and i) perform’d, or 
wren big'er pricd, and ecrredly done, 

Buc anuuice Atgement, which isas clear 
as the Sun willmike it “vt, and J doube 
jt, will coavince every Reader, that 


Tracks fhall be fo far from being deater by 


yooks 


= 
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this Bill, that they thall be really much. 
cheaper, and fold for lefs Money after, 
than they are now. And this I thall un- 
dertake in my next. 

——— nn , SY 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 
This Day is Publith’d, 

"THE Monthly Mifcellany, or Memoirs — 

for the Curious, for the Monch of 

Fuly, 1709, Vol. lil. Cuntaining, Brief 
Directions for making and preferving 
Collections of all Natural Curiofities. 
De Scarabeus Anglicans ; or a brief Ac- 
count of divers Sorts of Englifh Beetles, 
Cochinee] Beeties or Lady-Cows. Mo- 
nachi or Monk-Beetles, Scarcbei An- 
tennis Geniculats, Beetles with joynted 
Horns, Capricorni or Goat-Chaffers, 
Bupreftes or Burn-Cows. Beetles as 
have no Tranfparent or Membranaceous 
Wings under their Sheaths. Of Affu- 
rance of our Election. A Holy Life the 
beft Evidence of Election. Conclufion 
by Way of Application, Gazophylacii 
Nature © <Artu, Decades Quinque, &e, 
LONDON: Frinted for F. Woodward, 
in St. Chriftopher's Church-Yard, Threads 
needle-ftreet , and F. Morphew near Sta- 
tioners- Hall, 


Lately pubjifh'd, 

ONDON’s Medicinal-INFOR MER. 
Containing, 1. A brief Enquiry into 

Lhe antient Scace of che Prakices of Phyfick 
and Surgery in the World. 2. The prefent 
State of thofe Profefhons in London. 6 
Quacks, rightly difinguifh’d from other 
Pradifers, chiratieriz’d, and chafizd, 
4. The Venereal Difeafe in ics Caufe, Na 
ture, Signs, Dangerous Effe&s; beft, moft 
cheap, eafir, fate, and private M2thods of 
Cure, truly reprefented; in order to pre- 
vent Pesples being Ruis’d, either by that 
Diftafe, or by uufkilful Pretenders to ics 
Cure, By a London Phylician, LONDON: 
Pristed and Sold by B. Bragg, at the Raven 
in Parcr- Nosler- Row. 17 1c (Price 1 s.) 


